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TRF man sentenced for felony drug offense 
A Thief River Falls man 

was sentenced Monday, 
May 22 in Pennington 
County District 
Court for possessing 
0.571 grams of 
methamphetamine 
(with the weight of 
the bag included). 

ordered to pay $210 in fees 
and fines. 

On Oct. 24, a Pine to 

Timothy Robert 
Freeman, 34, was 
granted a five-year 
stay of imposition. As 
a condition of that 
sentence, he was 
ordered to serve 
supervised probation 
for five years. 
Freeman was 

Timothy 
Robert 

Prairie Drug Task 
Force officer was 
asked by a proba­
tion officer to 
assist in obtain­
ing a urinalysis 
from Freeman. 
They went to 
Freeman's home, 
15275 Terry St., 
where they spoke 
with Freeman. 
Freeman admit­
ted relapsing on 
meth and mari­
juana. He re­
trieved a baggie 
from a toolbox in 

ordered to attend 
Drug Court. He was 

Freeman 

also ordered to 
attend support groups as 
directed by probation. He 
was ordered to obtain a 
sponsor and maintain regu­
lar contact with his sponsor. 
Freeman was ordered to not 
use or possess firearms, 
ammunition or explosives 
for his lifetime unless his 
rights have been restored. 
He was ordered to provide a 
DNA sample. Freeman was 

his garage. It con­
tained 0.571 grams of meth 
(with the weight of the bag 
included). He also handed 
them a marijuana dab 
pipe/bong. Inside the tool­
box, the task force officer 
found a piece of tinfoil with 
burnt residue, which was 
indicative of smoking M30 
pills. In plain view, he could 
also see a meth bong in a 
vehicle. 

Education campaign 
challenges drivers to 
be part of the solution 
Campaign focuses on impaired driving 

If you're behind the 
wheel and doing, experienc­
ing or ingesting anything 
that reduces your driving 
capacity, you're impaired 
and at increased risk of 
becoming a traffic crash or 
fatality statistic during 
what's known as the 100 
deadliest days on the road. 

The Minnesota Network 
of Employers for Traffic 
Safety and AAA Minnesota 
- The Auto Club Group
have teamed on a 100-day
educational campaign -
running from Memorial
Day through Labor Day - to
remind drivers that when it
comes to driving, "Impaired
is Impaired," and that they
can be part of the solution.
The campaign is targeted at
employers who want to
build worker awareness
and curb impaired driving
behaviors. It's also accessi­
ble to the public at dri­
vesafemn.org.

"For most of us, the 
weeks between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day are sim­
ply known as summer," said 
Lisa Kons, Minnesota 
NETS coordinator, "But if 
you're in law enforcement, 
work in an emergency room 
or are otherwise involved in 
crash response, these pleas­
urable months represent 
the highest period for 
crashes, injuries and fatali­
ties - a significant portion 
of them due to impaired 
driving." 

The "Impaired 1s 
Impaired" campaign 
includes videos, educational 
webinars, 100 days of 
informative social media 
posts, fact sheets, meeting 
materials and more. 

Between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day 2022, 

Minnesota recorded 14 7 
traffic fatalities, and 6,501 
injuries. Impaired driving 
behaviors are leading con­
tributing factors in these 
incidents and include alco­
hol and drug consumption 
but also extend to distrac­
tions like cell phone use, 
aggression and "road rage;" 
drowsiness, adjusting vehi­
cle controls, dealing with 
backseat passengers or 
pets; eating, drinking and 
personal grooming. These 
impairments are even riski­
er for inexperienced teen 
drivers and for those in 
roadside work zones. 

To avoid impairment: 
• Don't drive after drink­

ing or using other sub­
stances that can impair 
mental and physical abili­
ties. Plan for a sober ride. 

• Ignore your cell phone.
Remember, hands-free is 
the law in Minnesota. 

• Plan your route before
you start. If you use GPS, 
never program it while 
driving. Let a passenger 
handle this task whenever 
possible. 

• Set your entertainment
and climate controls before 
you drive or give those jobs 
to a passenger. 

• Keep children calm
and engaged. If a child's 
needs arise, exit the road­
way, safely stop your vehi­
cle, and address the situa­
tion. 

• Avoid eating while
driving. Food takes your 
attention away from the 
road. 

"Even as we launch this 
educational campaign, we 
know the real solution is 
simple: If you're impaired 
for any reason, you should 
not be driving," Kans said. 

Long-range planning 
• 

process continues at 
Goodridge School 
by Tomas Loberg 
Goodridge School 
Superintendent 

As we have ended anoth­
er great school year, 
Goodridge Public School 
continues its comprehen­
sive long-range planning 
process, and has reviewed 
multiple facility options 
over the past several 
months. A school board 
work session, that was open 
to the public, was held 
Tuesday, May 16 to help 
narrow down the best 
options to meet our facility's 
needs. After facility options 
are narrowed, we will gath­
er additional feedback from 
both staff and community 
members. Our goal is to 
ensure the plan strikes a 
strong balance between 
addressing our facility 
needs while remaining fis­
cally responsible. 

Additional ice cream 
socials will be held in June 
to gather additional com­
munity feedback. We 
believe our community is 
pivotal to our district's 

future, and we invite and 
encourage you to be 
involved throughout this 
process. We will continue to 
develop cost estimates, proj­
ect budgets, and ultimately, 
ensure our community is 
involved. 

Thank you to those that 
attended our informational 
community meeting on 
April 11. During this time, 
administration and project 
team members presented 
and discussed the results of 
the listening sessions, edu­
cational adequacy, and 
enrollment projections for 
our district. Thank you for 
your feedback as we contin­
ue this process. 

If you haven't visited our 
dedicated website about 
this planning process, we 
encourage you to visit 
GoodridgeForward.org. If 
you have any additional 
questions, you can reach 
out to me by email at 
to mas .loberg@goodridge 
isd561.org or by phone at 
218-378-4134. Go Chargers!

The probation officer 
obtained Freeman's phone, 
finding multiple conversa­
tions with multiple people 
about the sale and use of 
narcotics. In particular, 
there were frequent conver­
sations between Freeman 
and another man about 
''blues" or M30 pills contain­
ing fentanyl. Freeman had 
also asked a woman if she 
had anything to sell to him. 
He also conversed with mul­
tiple other people. A search 
warrant was later obtained 
for Freeman's phone. 

Numerous traffic offenses are 
included in the latest edition of the 
Pennington County Citation 
Disposition Bulletin. The Times 
pays for copies of this public infor­
mation. If it appears in an online 
forum other than The Times' web­
site (www.trftimes.com), it has 
been copied. 

Minnesota State Patrol 
cases: Jesse Dean Strege, 56, 
Lancaster, 75/60, $145; Jens 
Thomas Pearson, 27, Grand 
Rapids, 65/60, $125; David 
Christopher Perez, 33, San 
Antonio, 80/60, $225; David King 
Sisler, 7 4, Thief River Falls, 70/60, 
$125; Logan Ross Hintz, 20, Thief 
River Falls, 65/60, $125; Kelsey 
Marie Johnson, 35, Thief River 

Falls, 74/60, $135; Darla Mary 
Hegge, 48, Oklee, 65/60, $125; 
Nicole Mae Hilgeman, 33, Oklee, 
65/60, $125. 

Jeffrey Nicholas Moyer, 52, 
Niverville, Manitoba, Canada, two 
offenses of driving while impaired 
dismissed; Jeffrey Scott Olson, 65, 
Thief River Falls, 65/60, $125; 
Josie Lucille Melvie, 34, Thief
River Falls, driving after suspen•
sion, $285, 65/60, $40; Asher 
Anthony Flaten, 18, Middle River, 
no seat belt worn, $110; Jorge 
Armando Guerrero, 32, Thief River 
Falls, charge of no proof of insur­
ance dismissed; Brian William 
Dick, 45, Thief River Falls, charge 
of expired proof of insurance dis­
missed; Brett Lee Anderson, 43, 
Crookston, no seat belt worn, $110; 
Timothy Leo Carr, 61, Warroad, 
65/55, $125. 

Pennington County 
Sheriff's Office cases: Heather 
Marie Glenn, 25, Elk River, theft, 
$210, 90 days in jail stayed for one 
year, unsupervised probation for 
one year, right to restitution 
reserved; Brody Christopher Moen, 
20, Thief River Falls, wireless com­
munications device - initiate, com­
pose, send, retrieve or read elec­
tronic message, $135, no seat belt 
worn, $25; Treyton Andrew 
Pearson, 20, Bemidji, emergency 
vehicle - required to slow speed for 
hazardous/emergency vehicles, 
$135. 

Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources cases: 
Bradley Thomas IGaven, 42, Thief 
River Falls, taking wild animal 
with firearm or archery from motor 
vehicle, $285; Alain Bemis Moeller, 
35, Thief River Falls, bass catch 
and release violation, $135. 

Thief River Falls Police 
Department cases: Jason 
Michael Nelson, 50, Thief River 
Falls, careless driving, $285, 90 
days in jail stayed for one year, 
unsupervised probation for one 
year, charge of open bottle dis­
missed; Richard Allen Philipp, 18, 
Thief River Falls, tires outside 
fenders, $135; Mina Kulia Berasis­
Sherriff, 21, Thief River Falls, 
careless driving, $285, 30 days in 
jail stayed for one year, probation 
to the court for one year, compre­
hensive assessment, complete level 
of treatment and aftercare recom­
mended, charge of driving after 
suspension dismissed; Jakwon 
Rasheed Burks, 19, Lakeville, 
charges of theft and disorderly con­
duct dismissed. 

Krista Lee Dahl, 19, Thief 
River Falls, driver's license viola­
tion, $185; Heather Marie Glenn, 
24, Elk River, theft, $210, 90 days 
in jail stayed for two years, unsu­
pervised probation for one year, 
right to restitution reserved; 
Christopher Michael Zimmerman, 
47, Clinton Township, Mich., two 
offenses of no insurance - driver, 
$285 each, one offense of expired 
registration, $30. 

TRF man faces drug charges 
Felony fifth degree 

possession of a con­
trolled substance - sec­
ond or more and driving 
after revocation: On May 
25 at 9:57 p.m., police per­
formed a traffic stop in the 
800 block of Atlantic Ave. N. 
Kevin Edward Browne, 34, 
Thief River Falls, has been 
charged with felony fifth 
degree possession of a con­
trolled substance - second 
or more and driving after 
revocation. He was arrest­
ed. According to the com­
plaint, Browne was driving 
the vehicle with a woman 
and three young minor chil­
dren as the passengers. 
Officers could allegedly 
smell an odor of marijuana 
coming from the vehicle. 
Officers then searched the 
vehicle, finding a purple 
case with white residue and 
a mirror as well as marijua­
na, THC wax and "various 
other controlled substance 
paraphernalia. The meth­
amphetamine and para­
phernalia were in a black 
fanny pack that was on the 
dash of the vehicle." Browne 
said the fanny pack 
belonged to him. The com­
plaint indicated that 

Browne had been previous­
ly convicted of fifth degree 
controlled substance as part 
of a 2020 Polk County case. 

Theft: After an investi­
gation into the report of a 
theft, a juvenile has charges 
pending. A 16-year-old Thief 
River Falls male has 
charges pending for theft. 
He allegedly stole a Sig 
Sauer 9-mm pistol out of a 
vehicle parked in the 600 
block of Duluth Ave. N. The 
gun hasn't been recovered, 
and the incident remains 
under investigation. The 
incident was reported at 
1:35 a.m. May 16 and was 
featured in the May 20 edi­
tion of the Northern Watch. 

Driving while im­
paired: On May 25 at 1:37 
a.m., police performed a
traffic stop near the inter­
section of Dewey Avenue
and Eighth Street. David G.
Lion, 63, Thief River Falls,
has been cited for DWI. He
was arrested.

Suspicious incident: 
On May 25 at 1:55 a.m., 
police received a report of a 
suspicious incident at 502 
Chippewa Ave. A man 
arrived home to find some­
one in his garage. The indi-

vidual then ran. 
Disorderly conduct 

and underage consump­
tion: On May 25 at 7:14 
p.m., police received a
report that people were pos­
sibly skinny dipping at Bill
LaFave Park. A 14-year-old
female and a 16-year-old
female, both from Thief
River Falls, have charges
pending for disorderly con­
duct and underage con­
sumption. A 16-year-old
Thief River Falls male has
charges pending for under­
age consumption.

These reports include 
names of those charged, 
arrested or cited with 
various crimes and 
offenses. Depending 
upon the circumstances 
of a case, charges can be, 
and sometimes are, 
changed or dropped by 
law enforcement or attor­
neys even before the case 
reaches court. 

Readers should also 
realize that under the 
American system of 
jurisprudence, those 
charged with crimes are 
innocent until proven 
guilty of those crimes in 
a court of law. 

DVS launches multilingual 
virtual assistant 

The Minnesota Depart­
ment of Public Safety 
Driver and Vehicle Services 
division has launched a 
multilingual virtual assis­
tant, leveraging Google 
artificial intelligence, as 
part of a multi-year lan­
guage access project that 
will make interacting with 
DVS better for English, 
Hmong, Somali and 
Spanish speaking cus­
tomers. 

"It's often difficult for 
English speakers to navi­
gate exchanges with DVS. 
Those challenges are mag­
nified for people who speak 
other languages. We intend 
to fix that," said DPS 
Commissioner Bob Jacob­
son. "Improving the process 
and experience for those for 
whom it works the least cre­
ates a better system for 
everyone." 

DVS online visitors can 
use the virtual assistant to 
ask questions, gather infor­
mation, and research topics 
in English, Hmong, Somali 
and Spanish. It provides 
answers to the most com­
mon questions DVS 
receives on any given day. 
Users can also update their 
insurance and obtain indi­
vidualized records such as 
their driver's license status 
and status of their plates 
and title. 

The more the virtual 
assistant engages with cus-

liiiiis 
Name 

tamers, the more the artifi­
cial intelligence will adjust 
and grow to respond appro­
priately to questions not 
initially programmed into 
the system. 

The virtual assistant will 
direct customers to the 
appropriate DVS contact 
information source if it can­
not answer a question. 

DVS staff listened to 
feedback from communities 
across Minnesota over the 
past few years and heard a 
common theme: Easier 
access to DVS services in 
multiple languages must be 
a priority. 

"There is still work to be 
done. We recognize the vir­
tual assistant may make 
mistakes during this initial 
phase and are asking the 
public to participate by pro­
viding feedback within the 
virtual assistant to acceler­
ate the machine-learning 
aspect of the AI," said DPS 
Community Affairs Director 
Nicole Archbold. "This 
incredible technology solu­
tion was born from commu­
nity feedback, and we will 
continue listening and 
improving how we serve." 

This multi-phase project 
is the bedrock for an array 
of new DVS projects slated 
to improve customer servic­
es. The intent is to use tech­
nology to serve state resi­
dents more effectively. 

DVS will continue to 

have employees available 
for people who need face-to­
face contact, and for servic­
es that require an in-person 
appointment. But during a 
time when securing more 
employees is difficult 
nationwide, the virtual 
assistant provides DVS 
another method of serving 
customers. 

"People shouldn't have to 
wait in long lines at DVS 
stations or on the phone for 
answers to basic questions," 
DVS Director Pong Xiong 
said. "We want to be avail­
able whenever people need 
us and whenever it's most 
convenient for them, 
whether it's at 6 a.m. after 
they get done with work or 
during a short break in the 
middle of the day." 

How the 
virtual assistant works 

Visit the virtual assis­
tant at drive.mn.gov and 
look for the HELP button in 
the lower right of the 
screen. Click on the HELP 
chat bubble icon and select 
the preferred language 
before selecting one of the 
self-service topics. 

Customers can also enter 
a question in the response 
area below the response 
area at the bottom of chat 
window. Customers can ask 
mul�iple questions in a chat 
session. 
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